® FRANK NORRIS STUDIES

The Freshman Themes of Frank Norris
James D. Hart

The Bancroft Library

In the fall of 1890 Frank Norris, aged 20, entered
the University of California as a freshman, only re-
cently returned from the study of painting in Paris,
with preparatory school quite far behind him. He was
required to take the elementary course “Freshman
Themes” during his first semester but because of his
serious interest in writing he also enrolled in a course
on the subject of English Prose Style. Both classes
were taught by William Dallam Armes, a rather
young and undistinguished faculty member. .

Norris was already a published though anony-
mous author
“Clothes of Steel,” printed in the San Francisco
Chronicle on 31 March 1889, was an outgrowth of the
romantic enthusiasm that had led him while in Paris
to undertake a huge canvas depicting the Battle of
Crécy. During his first semester at Berkeley he also
published romantic poems with medieval themes in 2
student journal, signing them “Norrys™; he was also at
work on his first book, Yvernelle, a turgid metrical ro-
mance set in France during the Middle Ages. But such
literary achievements were evidently not of the sort
to impress Armes. Norris had equally little use for
Armes, his methods, and his assigned topics, wh15:h
Norris often disregarded as he chose to write quite
persistently on medieval matters. A few years later
Norris contributed an article to the San Francisco
Wave* in which he spoke caustically of the themes
Armes’s students had to write, “the subject chosen by
the instructor and the matter found in text books and
encyclopedias.” Instead of looking at life gnd thmkmg
about it, which Norris declared the only way to create
literature, he found Armes’s method inhibiting, for

“the conclusion of the whole matter is that the
urses of the University of California do not «
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ris never wrote anything valued above the numeral 2
(or B), twice given to his monthly papers. Three times
the grade of 3 was given to his work. The result was
that in his first semester Norris received an overall
grade of 3:2, raised in the second semester to 2:3
Like all candidates for a B.A. his instruction in the
writing of themes was continued in his sophomore
year, when he was required to turn in four additional
compositions. For this group his initial grade of 4:2
finally rose in the spring of 1892 to 2 : 1 This ultimate
onor ranking came about because at the very last

.

moment, June of 1892, Norris earned a 1 with a paper
simply noted by Armes as “A Story.” Whatever the
story may have been, Armes at. least recognized Nor-
ris’s ability as a writer of fiction. |

Just ten years later when Norris died an estab-
lished author, Armes reminisced: e A
Student essays are seldom very good or very bad, but about
twelve years ago I received one that was both. The descriptions in it
were so vivid that the thousands of student papers that I have since =~
read have not effaced them from my memory; but the style was
marred by mannerisms and affectations, the essay as a whole lacked
unity and consecutiveness, and the best passage in it was an echo of
a famous apostrophe by DeQuincey, whose work the class was
studying at the time. The paper was signed Benjamin Franklin Nor-
ris. In conversation with the writer, a slender, dark, for |
ing youth of twenty, I learned that he had recently re
profession, and that he intended to devote himself to literature. I
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introduction of irrelevant. distracting
picturesque touches.

1891

Jan. European Civilization at the Outbreak of
the Hundred Years’ War. Quieter in tone,
and simple and direct in statement. Lack
of true historical spirit.

Feb. Joan of Arc. Full of curious information
and interesting incidents, many of them
having but little to do with his subject.
Pedantry.

Mch. Heroes of the Iliad. Mainly a comparison
of Roland and Charlemagne. Pedantic,
Inaccurate, and badly proportioned.

Apr. Jongleurs and Trouvéres of Mediaeval France.
Sober and restrained in style and well
introducing occasional picturesque concrete

touches; but not well arranged, pedantic,
and careless in spelling,

May Alfred the Great. Late. Ex{cused] The

A\ same preference of pictureness to accuracy,
strength to truth, cleverness to sober,
careful treatment of the subject.
R. C. [Record Clear]
Norris, B, F.
1891-%82
Nov. A Young Englishman at an English University
- in the Early Part of the Sixteenth Century.
Not on the subject, lack of unity, method.
Feb. The French Dwelling House of the Middle Ages.
April Constitution of 1791
June A Story.
Notes:

“The ‘English Courses’ of the University of California,” The

Wave, 15 (28 November 1896), 2-3.

*Franklin Walker, “Frank Norris,” Diss, University of Cali-

fornia, 1932, p. 6L

oncerning the Work of the Late Frank Norris,” Smset 10

(December, 1902), 165.

L

Annual Meeting of the Society

The membe.rsh,lp of the Frank Norris Society is Norris is problema
invited to two events at the 1986 Modern L_angunge  with multiple cop:
i o oo T Slmm Seagion. m; ed “New  able in p:

Association Convention in New York City

.Cr_itimi Aj‘ | pmach&s to_
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published by The Library of America in

San Francisco will be made. A social gatharing will
follow.

The room number for the business meeting will
be announced at that morning’s Special Session. If you
miss the Special Session, please call Joseph R. McEl-
rath, Jr. who will be staying at the Marriott.

“Popular Naturalism”

The Norris Society was the sponsor of a session
on “Popular Naturalism” at the annual conference of
the Popular Culture Association in the South (24 Oc-
tober, in Chattanooga). This was the first of a planned
series of such meetings focusing on Norris and the
literary school of which he was a member. “Writing
for the Mass Readership: Frank Norris in 1895-1900”
was the presentation by Joseph R. McElrath, Jr.
Richard Allan Davison spoke on Frank’s brother in
“Charles Norris: The Adaptation of Naturalism for
the Popular Readership.” Earle Labor’s paper was
“Jack London: ‘Impassioned Realism’ and the Market-
place” Stephen C. Brennan spoke on “Theodore
Dreiser and the Myth of the American Woman.” Jesse
S. Crisler served as the chairman of the session. Mem-
bers interested in participating in a like session at
next year’s PCAS conference should direct inquiries
and proposals to the Society’s business office at
Florida State University. The general topic is the
strateg:es devised by American Naturalists to maxi-
mize impact upon the popular readership.

The Library of America: The Norris Volum
Donald Pizer’s edition of Namf; m |

The volume includes Vandover, McTeague, The Octopus, N
and twenty-two essays and reviews by Norris Mem-
bers of The F rmk Norris Seci% ty are entitled R
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tion of special issues devoted to particular topics.
That is, the educational function of the Society can be
enhanced—with your cooperation. Please note that at
ten dollars per vyear our institutional member-
ship/subscription fee is not greater than that for indi-
viduals. This might please your serials librarian since

many socictie§’ journals are offered to institutions at
an inflated price.

1987 ML A Convention

Barbara Hochman, 1986 Vice-President of the Ex-
ecutive Committee, will propose a Special Session en-
titled “Imphcatlons of the Narrative Structure in the
Work of Frank Norris.” Papers exploring Norris’s
conccptlons of story-telling, fiction-writing, and narra-
tive structure should be sent directly to her at The
Department of English and American Literature, Tel

Aviv University, Sharett Building, Ramat Aviv, Tel
Aviv, Israel.

Current Publications: Update

Joseph R. McElrath, Jr.

Bonniec Woodbery

Florida State University :

Presented here is a first installment designed to
complement Frank Norris: A Reference Guide (1974). The
arrangement below is chronological and alphabetical
within years; and the next issue of FNS will include a
continuation. Please inform the editors of omitted
items and, if possible, forward copies for annotation.
Copies of works described as “not examined” will be
especially appreciated.

I. Salzman, Jack. “The Publication of Sister Carriec Fact
and Fiction,” Library Chronicle, 33 (Spring 1967), 19-33.
Suggests that, after advocating the publication of Sis-
ter Carrie, NOrris withdrcw his support from Dreiser.

Giles, James. “Some Notes on the Red-Bloodcd Read-

ing of Kipling by Jack London and Frank Norris,”
Jack London Nmslettar, 3 (1970), 56-62. London and

Norris formed their impressions of Kipling via their

readmgs of h:s early wntmgs.
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Isani, Mukhtar A. “Frank Norris an the meu
McTeague,” American Notes & Queries, 10 (1972), 118 y

Reprints Norris’s statement of the intentions that
shaped McTeague.

Recchia, Edward J. “Naturalism’s Artistic Compro-
mises in Sister Carrie and The Octopus,” Literatwr im Wis-
senschaft und Unterricht, 5 (1972), 277-85. The plot of Oc-
topus is subordinated to Naturalistic ideology to such
a degree that the novel is more a tract than a work of
fiction.

Blanck, Jacob. “Benjamin Franklin (Frank) Norris”
Bibliography of American Liteature, vol. 6. New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1973, 455-67. A primary bibliog-
raphy describing separate book and pamphlet flubliw
tions, volumes collecting Norris’s work wholly and
volumes collecting Norris’s and others’ works, col-
lected editions of Norris’s writings, reprintings, and
“books containing material by Norris reprinted from
earlier books.”

McElrath, Joseph R, Jr. “Norris’s Return from Cuba,”
American Literary Realism, 6 (1973), 25L Citu the
specifics of Norris's return from Cuba in 1898.

Stronks, James. “A New Frank Norris Letter,” Quar-
terly News-Letter (Book Club of California), 38 m
40-42. First publication of an 1899 letter to Harbm '

Stone.

Crow, Charles L. “The Real Vanamee and I-Iis In&ﬂ-
ence on Frank Norris’s The Octopus,” Western American
Literature, 9 (1974), 131-39. Explains how I ,' _ .- 3 - Rl
served as thc model for Vaaamw nd how the =
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and hﬁ:s Gcglr;. 10 make a significant contribution to
American fiction

?oer;'mkg, Klaus. “Evolution als Erzahlstrategie:
Franx Norris’s McTeague™ 1In Der Amerikanische Roman
im 19 und 20. Jahrhundert. Ed. Edgar Lohner. Berlin:
Emc;n >chmidt, 1974, pp. 126-37. McTeague tragically
manifests the evolutionary model in Spencer’s First

Prinqples, ¢ven more faithfully than Dreiser's Sister
Carrie does.

Shcpgard, Keith S. “A New Note for McTeague’s Ca-
nary,” Western American Literature, 9 (1974), 217-18. Song
birds were used by miners to detect lethal gases.

Bﬁdd,* Louis J. “Objectivity and Low Seriousness in
American Naturalism,” Prospects, 1 (1975), 41-61. Ob-
serves that elements of “low seriousness”—satire, sar-

fzasm,_and comedy—are present in Naturalistic writ-
ings like McTeague.

Cohn, Jan. “Women as Superfluous Characters in
American Realism and Naturalism,” Studies in American
Fiction, 1 (1975), 4161. From 1880 to 1910 the main object
of interest in fiction was the male struggling for suc-

cess, and females such as the heroine of Pir were rele-
gated to a secondary role.

Davison, Richard Allan. “Frank Norris's The Octopus:
Some Observations on Vanamee, Shelgrim and St
Paul” In Literature and Ideas in America: Essays in Mem-
ory of Harry Hayden Clark. Ed. Robert Falk. Athens:
Ohio University Press, 1975, pp. 182-203; reprinted in
Graham, ed, Critical Essays, 1980, below. Paul’s opti-
mistic philosophy (I Cor. 15) directly informs the tran-
scendental view of life expressed by Vanamee in
Octopus.

Folsom, James K. “The Wheat and the Locomotive:
Norris and Naturalistic Esthetics.” In American Literary
Naturalism: A Reassessmen:. Ed. Joshinobu Hakutani
and Lewis Fried. Heidleberg: Carl Winter, 1975, pp.
54-74. Norris’s works are characterized by a dualistic
world view that is Jungian. _ -
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Valley., Ed. Tetsumare Hiy!#hL Ann Arbor Pierian
Press, 1976, pp. 5664, Steinbeck's prejudices againg
Orientals reflect a widespread American attitude
which was displayed by Norris in works like “The =
Third Circle.”

Graham, D. B. “Frank Norris, Actor,” Quarterly News N
Letter (Book Club of California), 41 (1976), 3840. De-
scribes Norris's experience as an amateur actor ‘in _
1896-97.

Katz, Joseph. “ ‘Novelists of the Future Animadver-
sions Against the Rigidity of Current Theory in the
Editing of Nineteenth-Century American Writers.” In
Editing British and Amerian Literature, 1880-1920. Ed. Eric
W. Domville. New York: Garland, 1976, pp. 65-76. De-
scribes the textual histories of Norris's novels to illus-
trate the need for flexibility in editorial thought.

Kwiat, Joseph J. “Stephen Crane and Frank Norris:
The Magazine and the ‘Revolt’ in American Litera-
ture in the 1890's,” Western Humanities Review, 30 (1976),
309-22. The new American magazines of the 1890s al-
lowed writers such as Crane and Norris to publish a
“truthful expression of life.”

Leekley, Richard. “Addendum to Lohf and Sheehy:
Frank Norris,” Papers of the Bibliographical Society |
of America, 70 (1976), 121. Identifies a 1900 printing of
Moran by Jameson-Higgins not noted by Lohf and =
Sheehy. Al |

Love, Glen A. “Frank Norris’s ‘W A (O] 0. __ ; £ 15
tans,” Western American Literature, 11 (1976), 322;

-4 ; , ; i - _ . 'r'_," -,..f T 'p_' ' :...:I
reprinted in Graham, ed, Critical Essays, 1980, below. g
Norris did not embrace the notion that urban life is &
evil; rather Octopus and Pit defined the “new man”
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