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o' RANK NORRIS STUDIES

Norris’s <], ” . ;
Yesse S. Crisisfary - more regarding which works Norris had access to dur-

‘ ing his fo ] lve years—n mention
Brigham Y oung University—Hawai mowing all of fhe fitles 15 M geeadt i
| ‘ brary-—would enable the sch R |
Thc{ question of influence has long been a focus Jaers D. Hart, “determine m‘t::ltrt;i;og :oreeabmd;oowf 1
of Norris Studies. Franklin Walker, Willard E. Mar- his ideas were shaped”™

tin, Jr, and Donald Pizer—to name only a few inves- Hart himself early became interested in the pos- .
tigators—have reflected profitably upon both what sibility of reconstructing the library of the Norrises 1
Norris read or had read to him and how this rcadinq by locating those surviving titles which Frank and | j
later did or did not affect his actual written work. Jeannette once owned. In August, 1952, Jeannette co- *-
Such studies have led to important discoveries regard- operated, placing over eighty individual volumes of |
ing Norns’g direct and sometimes full use of particu- interest to Norris scholars on indefinite loan to The
lar sources.” In fact, this aspect of the scholarship is Bancroft Library; following her death, her son Frank
more advanced than many others, thanks to the impe- C. Preston, Jr, Norris’s literary executor, formally '-‘-
tus Franklin Walker provided in the 1930s. While transferred ownership of these books to the Bancroft
conducting the interviews that are the foundation of as the Janet Black Collection™ By that time Hart, ]

Frank Norris: A Biography, for example, he measured the using a list of books of Norris’s which Lars Ahne-
degree to which Zola was central to Norris’s creative brink appended to his classic study, The Beginnings
imagination; Walker’s papers document the remem- of Naturalism in American Fiction (1950),° had located a
brances of Norris’s widow, Jeannette, his brother few other volumes apparently owned by the No
Charles, and several California acquaintances regard- - which were also added to the growing collection
ing the J}:)t:rn@nw:,rﬁ.tl influence exercised by the French Subsequent additions to this collection soon brought
novelist. it to well over 2 hundred titles, including books writ-
An avid reader, at least until the time of his ten by Norris, ones owned by him or Jeannette before

-l e

f

.:'i
i:ﬂ

marriage,” Norris did not by any means limit himself and during their marriage, and ones acquired by - :
to Zola. Walker also drew attention to the breadth of Jeannette after his death (translations, new editions of

E
AR TLF iy
- - !

his experience by encouraging Jeannette and Charles his works, and critical studies)

to give full accounts of his literary enthusiasms. In 1982, renewed attention was
Jeannette recalled several titles which her husband Janet Black Collection in a stunning manr :
especially liked: The Wrecker, Madame Bovary, Bancroft acquired from a private source in Oregon
Salammbb, ‘‘Lettres des femmes” (see item 2I), The more than a hundred books which once belonged to |
Twn of the Screw, Nansen’s Farthest North, and De Norris, Jeannette, their daughter Billy, or Gertrude,
Long’s The Voyage of the Jeannette” She elsewhere in- No - Considering the fact that these new
cluded Travels with a Donkey and The Ebb Tide among acquisitions bring the number of books associated in
his personal favorites’ Charles Norris remembered  some fashion with Norris to approximately two hus-
that his brother was “mad about” Du Maurier’s 7rilby dred, the time has come for a full description of each
and liked Anna Karenina, Tess of the DUrbervilles, La title known to have been a part of Norris’s library at

Terre, and Daudet’s Jacques.” also noted  some p
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I: Books from Norris's Years as a Student

Consisting of eight titles, the first category con-
tains those volumes which Norris apparently owned at
various schools which he attended. Three of these
derive from his childhood in Chicago where he was a
student in the Harvard School; one book survives
which Norris perhaps acquired while studying 1In
France; two titles stem from his years at the Univer-
sity of California in Berkeley; and the final two vol-
umes Norris acquired during his “post-graduate” year
at Harvard. Because of Jeannette's recollection of his
regard for Stevenson, the presence of The Ebb Tide
seems especially noteworthy in this group.

L

A. Baldwin, James. The Story of Roland. New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1883.

B. Insc. by Gertrude Glorvina Doggett Norris: “Merrie
Christmas, 1883 | For. Frank from Mamma | re-
membering our | readings in the— | Summer
House at | Lake Geneva” (fly leaf).

D. Block; although no annotations in Norris’s hand
conclusively determine that he used this book at
Harvard School, the date of the inscription coin-
cides with the period of his enrollment there.

2

A. Brief History of Greece with Readings from Prominent
Greek Historians. New York: A.S. Barnes & Com-
pany, 1883.

B. “B.F. Norris Jr.”” (front end paper); “B Frank Norris

Cor Park Row & Mich. Ave | Harvard School

Apr. 3rd/84” (flyleaf), “Frank Norris Jr. | Har-
vard Sch. Chicago™ (second flyleaf), “Frank
Norris Jr.” (p. 165 “Barns’ Short History of
Greece | BF. Norris Jr.” (back flyleaf, verso)

C. profile of helmeted head; second profile of head
without helmet (front cover); sketch of_ horse la-
belled “HORSE™ (p. [48] of advertisements);
sketch of Greek warrior below “776 Ist Olympiad
militiades | 490 B of Marathon” (back end pa-
per).

D. FNC. :

3

A. Carlyle, Thomas. Past and Present. London: (
Routledge and Sons, 1888 -ﬁ

B. “Benj F. Norrys” (front cover)

" A. James, Henry. The Lesson of the Master. New Yw‘} |

D. Block; “La Bretagne” suggests a new dimer
Norris’s continental travels.

& 08 .

Macmillan and Co., 1892
B. “Norris. | 47 Gray's.” (flyleaf) . ’
D. Block. | i

6.

A. Kirkland, Ella S. A Short History of France for Youny
People. Chicago: Jansen, McClurg & Co,, 1879.

B. Insc. by W. Alister: “B. Frank Norris | "Men
Christmas* | from Cousin Ella and W Alister |
1878 (flyleaf) imsc. by Norris: “Frank Norris"
(p. 42 “F. N (p. 77 “HIS” (p. 78} "F: -
AUGUSTUS | F. Norris” (p. 79% “B.F. Norris Jr.
| Harvard School | Indiana” (first back flyleaf
verso), “B.F. Norris | B.F. Norris” (second back
flyleaf, verso) _ .

C. “Wellington had 100,000 men | and Blucher his al
90,000. | Napoleon had 124,000 men, bwz | through
the obstinacy of Groucky, | who had 34,000 men, |
he was left with only 90,000 available men | ora
trifle less than one-half the | number of the allied
forces. | Waterloo, June 1815 (dedication); inde.
cipherable lettering (p. 81) sketches of two spear.
heads, 2 ball, a horse in profile;, “U. re” and

" Blthrﬁe versions of the letter “F” (back end paper)

. Bloc R

T
A. Stevenson, Robert Louis and Lloyd Osbourne.
Ebb Tide. Chicago: Stone & Kimball, 1894.
B. “Norris. 47. Gray's Hall | Harvard”™
cover) “Norris | Gray’s 47.° (flyleaf)
D. JBC. i BAR

- . r ¥ d . . 4 § s . 1
. . . ! ¥ i ) . E :r.. :L l-. _ ot L v ..'- ,r:' " ¥l At i
3 - 5 o i A A N S 5 . s [ . & - )
’ : ] m « i % : 1-- ) - -'- - k[ X " .-I ot : e i S ¥ .I‘" i ik ..r d
. . 1 N N F I - =i R Y ] ' P . L . i X 1 # f
) = - . g . - ] By . 1 o ' 1!' g Irl "1 E 'f'! : {a 7 : : ‘,a " - h e |‘ 0 = - . "
: : y B S e S a1y o= . " - ' a 53 =
kg . ; ey 1 — . ol -r N s T E k ¥ ey bl L . o [ " %
1 : . ¥ Y 7 2 = i : .. s - 1 '- ..'-h .‘1 y ‘-'::L'..'-" 3 E "'4:‘ J ‘_ -.-“ o+ N = . 1 ; J.._:-i.l_"'-.: !-".. =
: : 1 . . ; . ] g . =7 . . P L g S L g it e . - a
L e - 2y i b a8l | N " ey | X g P G r [ X L, e i LT Tk o
¥ . ; o ] = A | | 2 I F " - 1. _‘ ;.,: . -:.-!_. - Fa 1_... | . A - e y :-i.. - f L *Inr PR L
- - . N 4 aaith, ——— . e, e - i,"-"'."'l:; - - ok | __ o :.:. - ke - O P 3 B s T~
3 a i T 5 =ty P .l-l_ Fra .I'L. R B Ly .:— 2 At o e : e |_~,‘|.'rl B i L I -“ I ) ‘-. d, II " SR 2 s '-- -
o - “m Bl - L = - | S T o i, | .IILI_'.-| -.;_ 1 LA s - ‘:_“_‘ T . i = '. § gl L ’_'
r L b ¥ o -~ x oy - 1. g 3 ", -:'l.".‘ i n ; .: ¥ e L !l'.‘_, _-I',.;-_ - F:_ _-!- . Bl . L, M Ny - ._l L BT & o b < 4
N B ! a A a N [ ’ = L . L 1 oy - N .} - i L 1] i s p O (S — 5y - Ll R ) % ]
. : k. s I, B F B - -1"-1.1_ h‘ LN o ) F - ¥ q ) ;' i 4 B . ': = N L ) 1 -. £ FT e _-; d
: e T o ok - - . AW . "y . ™ r IR e RedasRan e
= . z - . S L <] e S R, = T - - o : g I . d B | 1101 : . - . .
" - - "\- T ".,_._, - i o, B o X -3 :.":- s ”;' . o .. _ﬁ--“ .:",!_:_':.:_"\--;.r_ I--- :-_-J_“I - s _:_._.. -.-' _— el B4 AL . L : 3 1! o - b -
m. 1 9. B B =t RCESRRE n ;rgi_=h!-'-'-'. e . T 2rOmw 4« .-.-;‘-,..' & Tl TRV e e TR, DA .
¥ § 3 PR B ael P A U m - T, | . ERCTHNR o | . . . ] "L B T T 5 o
4 - 3 R A LAY RRATL . A ¢ % e ST 3 g ; . = W SR ik anie 7y R,
F : b T e - - . i = 2 - g ¥ b a . -.l‘-!‘i l:" 1 ' . 5 ) 8 - '1 ! 3 N N
) - S ] ey, ., ¥ Lol o g “l:.'l‘ | F i m i 3 o |I., J - .
. [ S i > B . 7 F i e T . L i % v = o & = ; .
= B o : - g i '.J--.'I ) N A “‘- L ] \ L i n ;
. ' oda T AHAIIE T™SMIOYTYT e I XL
v % . Wi ' I T 1: ! i i r:l [ I" o E i "

C. “Scene at Sheepshead Bay” (front end a1 ¥l
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sketch of jockey on horse at racetra
“N” (flyleaf); extensive notes on so
study of Carlyle (flyleaf, verso) geomets
g’*;“ page); notes on Carlyle’s techn
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| Qertrude G. Doggett | Oct Sth 1854""; insc. by
Gertrude Glorvina Doggett Norris: "t“nﬂened;
by her | to her son Frank Norris | July 13 I8

(second flyleaf) insc. by HW.*Doggett “G.G.
Doggoett | 1854" (third flyleal} stamped: “S.W.
Doggett” (title page; Samuel Wales Doggett 1s
Norris's maternal grandfather) V. 2, insc. by
G.G.D. Norriss “Gertrude G. Doggett”; insc. by
Norrie “Frank Norris” (flyleaf) insc. by G.G.D.
Norris “G.G. Doggett” (second flyleaf) insc. by
H.W. Doggett  “Mrs. Harriet Doggett 1829
stamped: “S.W. Doggett” (title page);, insc. by M.C.
Doggett: “M.C. Doggett” (back flyleaf, verso)
D. JBC

10.

A. [Doolittle, Thomas] A Treatise Concerning the Lords
Supper. (Title page lacking.)

B. “Jeannette Black. | her Book. | 1899 (front end
paper) Insc, presumably by Samuel Wales
Doggett  “A  Puritan’s Book | -Sixteenth
Century— | from Dr. Fobe's Library | property
of SW. Doggett— | valuable for its antiquity
—Alas! Alas! Alas! | ‘knowledge is power,’ it is
the | —Gift of God,— But | death - to
Superstition—""(front end paper), insc. in unknown
hand: “‘Sarah Skissman™ (page signed B)

D. JBC.

1L
A. The Holy Bible London:
Spotteswoode, 1852
B. Insc. by Benjamin Franklin Norris “B.JF. Norris™
(front end paper, written upside-down) “I856 |
B.F. Norris. Grand Rapids | Michigan 1853"
(flyleaf). |
D. JBC; though not inscribed either by Norris or
Jeannette, this copy of the Bible evidently was

owned by them.

GE. Eyre and W.

12,

A. Howard, Blanche Williss Guenn: A Wave on the Breton

Coast. Boston: James R. Osgood and Company,
1884. |

B. “Frank Norris” {front end pa Y insc. by W.H. Al-

ister “Mrs. G.G. Norris | from her friend |

W.H. Alister | Christmas 1883"; insc. by Norris:

. i
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| her Book™ (flyleaf) Norris's inscription is
written in red ink.
D. JBC.

14.
A. Johnson, S[amuel] Rasselas, Prince of Abissinia: A
Tale. Brattleborough: William Fassenden, 1813.
B. Indecipherable inscriptiom; ' imsc. by Norris:
“Jeannette Black | » (front end paper), Nor-
ris’s inscription is written in red ink. |
D. JBC. | o

15. |
A. La Rochefoucault, The Duke de. Maxims and Moral
Reflections. London: The Royal Society, 1791
B “Jeannette Black, | Her book. | August L 1899. |
[Norris's chopmark]" (flyleaf).
D. JBC.

e | _
A. Milton, John. Paradise Lost. (Title page lacking).
B. “ll | 6 | Jeannette Black. | Her k- } ,
1899. | 2. am.” (flyleaf); birthdates of Stiles family
inscribed by unknown hand (flyleaf, verso) Nor-
ris’s inscription is written in red ink.
D. JBC.

g 2
A. Milton, John. Paradise Lost: A Poem in Twelve Books.
Exeter: J. and B. Williams, 1835. *
B. “Jeannette Black. | July 30, 1899 (flyleaf); insc. in
red ink. - &)
D. JBC.

> s
A. Marvel, Ik. [Mitchell, Donald Grant] Dream Life: A

Fable of the Seasons. New York: Charles Scribner,
B. “Frank Norris | a first Edition

D- JBC )
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Hector Bossange, 1829

R V. L “Jeannette Black. | 1899 (flyleaf, verso) v. 2,
“Jeannette Black. | 1899 (half-title) v. 3, insc. by
unknown hand: “Benl H West™; insc. by Norris:
“Jeannette Black. | 1899 (title page) v. 4,
"1'¢anﬁet*c Black. | 18997 (half-title) all of Nor-
ris's inscriptions are written in red ink

D. IBC.

23,

A. Saint-Pierre, Jacques Henri Bernardin de. Pauwl et
Virginie. (Title page lacking)

B. “Jeannette Black. | Aug. L 189"
insc. in red ink

D JBC

(flyleaf, verso);

24
A. Sappho Poesies de Sapho, Suivres de Differentes
Poesies. Amsterdam: np, 1777,
B. “Jeannette Black | 1398 (flyleaf); insc. in red ink
D. JBC

.
A. Sophocles. The Tragedies of Sophocles. Trans.
Thomas Francklin London: W. Lowndes, 1788
B “To Jeannette Black. | July 7th. 99. | Frank Nor-
ris” (flyleaf)
D. JBC

26
A. Sterne, Laurence. The Works of Lawrence Sterne. 6
vols. New York William Durell and Ce, 1814
B V. 4, “Frank Norris | Sep. Fourth | 1I9th yr. of the

Republic” (flyleaf) “ank Norris” (second fly-

leaft v. 5§, “Frank Norris” (flyleaf} v. § “Frank
Norris™ (flyleaf)
D. JBC; volumes 4-6 only.

189" (p 3
andhow

nmmhredinh

¥ “Jeannette Black.
insc. by unknown hand “Be still
that I am God—" (p. 154} Norris’s

storyteller.”

28
A. Cable, George W. The Grandissimes: A Story of Cr
Life. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sm i3

B. “Frank Norris™ (flyleaf)

C. Bookseller’s plate: “O. Beach, | Bmkmller & .. -
tioner | 107 Montgomery St | San Franciseo

(front end paper). _

D. Block. :

29.
A. Crane, Stephen. The Red Badge of Courage. New
York: D. Appleton and Company, 1896.
B. “Norris” (flyleaf).
D. JBC.

m .“. -
A. Crane, Stephen. Wounds in the Rain. New York
Frederick A. Stokes Company,
B. “Norris | [Norris’s chopmark]”’ (ﬂyleaf).
D. JBC.

A. Curtis, George William. Prue and I. Rahmy, N.L e
The Mershon Company, n.d. T

B. “J N (back end paper). e P

D. Block; despite an initial publication date of 1856 for i g
this title, the generally good condition a! th& o
particular copy suggests a much later appearanc
thereby effectively removing it from the prev
ous grouping of “collector’s items.’

R



37
owells, W.D. The Mouse

e and Brothers, 18‘94.
«Jeannette Black” (flyleaf)

D. BIOCk.-

:.Trap_ New York Har‘pcr

38
A. Kipling, Rudyard. Many Inventions. New vYork: D.
Appleton and Company, 1893.

«prank Norris” (front covery “Frank Norris™

(flyleaf)-
D. Block.

A LeGallienne, Richard. Prose Fancies: Second Series.
Chicago: Herbert S. Stone & Co,, 1897.

B. “J N (flyleaf)
D. Block.

40.
A MacManus, Seumas. Through the Twrf Smoke. New
York: Doubleday & McClure Co, 1899.
B. “Norris” (flyleaf).
D. Block.

41
A. Riley, James Whitcomb. Rhymes of Childhood. Indi-
anapolis: The Bowen-Merrill Co, 1894.
B. “Jeannette de V. Black™ (flyleaf).
C. “Description | -Age—uncertain— | sex—female—
color mixed Nationality—None— |
height—5 ft. ll— | weight 98 Ibs —color of
eyes—black & white— | color of hair—bald— |
Marks or scars— | left arm frost bitten— | sec-

ond toe on right foot missing— | lamp-post and

pair of | shoes tatooed on left | ankle—dimples
on both | shoulders—Greek version of | Lords
prayer tatooed on tongue— | walks with a

limp—& talks with a lisp—eats standing”
(flyleaf); “This book has been in the | possession
of one Llewellyn Desmond [?] Murray |
Cosgrave—alias Trilby—alias Nosealias | Little
3 Beast—alias Canine—alias dear old | dog—for
the term of many months— | At the time he
writes August 5th 97 he is | so well satisfied

with the book its | lender & himself that he sees

no | immediate reason for its return—He | is in

hopes that the owner may pass away | bequeath-

. ing him the volume ere something | should h:
m th‘t im return ‘m an M |

= oy
o - - ¥ -
_________

A. Tolstoi, Count Lyof. Anna Karenina. Chicago: IM_
& Lee, 1892 (paper wrappers) - |

'D. Block; Charles G. Norris told Walker emphatically
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B. “Norris” (front cover)

that Norris did not like War and Peace. "

A Ward, Mrs. Humphrey. The History of David Grieve.
New York: Macmillan and Co, 1892 3

B. “Norris” (flyleaf).

D. Block.

46. .
A. White, William Allen. The Court of Boyville New
York: Doubleday & McClure Co, 1899. s
B “Norris | [Norris's chopmark]” (front cover)
“Norris [Norris’s chopmark]” (flyleaf)
D. JBC

V: Uninscribed Volumes Viewed as Norris’s

While not signed by Norris, two other volumes |
are deemed Norris’s for two reasons. his familiarity '
with both titles, and the presence of marks 3 d
annotations judged to be in his hand.

47. s

A. Flaubert, Gustave. Madame Bovary. Ed. Alphonse |
Lemerre. 2 vols. Paris: n.p, 1887.

C. Vertical lines in the margin mark the paragraph

beginning on p. 136 and continuing to p. 137 of
volume L o e e o ! .'
D. JBC; Jeannette informed Walker that Norris was

“specially fond of Flaubert’s Madame Bovary and
Salammbo. Read Madame B. over several times;
greatly admired style”” Volume 2 is presently

| unlocatable; last seen in August, 1986. A

.........
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Harrington. Curtis Jadwin cannot abide one of Laura’s
favorites, Meredith; Jeannette recalled Norris's
distaste for him: he “refused to try him; made fun of

her interest in him.”*

49.

A. Fielding, Henry. The Works of Henry Fielding.
Philadelphia: John D. Morris and Company, 1902

B. V. |, “Jeannette Norris~" (flyleaf); v. 2, “Jeannette
Norris”' (flyleafy v. 3, “Jeannette Norris—"
(flyleaf); v. 4, “Jeannette Norris” (flyleaf) v. §
“Jeannette Norris.” (flyleaf).

D. JBC; volume 5 1s not inscribed.

S0.
A. de Guerin, Maurice. The Centawr and the Bacchante.
Trans. Lucie Page. Portland, Me: Thomas B.

Mosher, 1897.
B. “Jeannette Black | —I898—"" (flyleaf)
. Block.

SL
A. Hewlett, Maurice. Little Novels of Italy. New York
The Macmillan Company, 190L
B. “Jeannette Norris” (flyleaf)
D. JBC.

ol

Evan Harrington. Boston:

A. Meredith, George.
Roberts Brothers, 1893.

B. ‘“Jeannette Norris | September 1900 (flyleaf)
Several attempts at Norris's chopmark and other
symbols (flyleaf}

D. Block.

X
A. [Moliére, Jean Baptiste Poquelin] Les Femmes Sa-
vantes. Ed. Alcée Fortier. Boston: D. C. Heath &
Co, 189
B. “Jeannette Black. | 1324 Octavia” (front end paper)
C. “They are talking | about knowledge, and | Cli-
tandre says he prefers | his stupidness to some |
peoples learning | meaning Trissotin | Trissotin
says learning is th—" (back fly, verso} “Do you
suppose | she need not be long | Well Well
Well | Stanford can beat | Berkeley all to H”
(back end paper).
D. Block |

VvII: Volumes Inscribed to Norris by His Contemporaries f

The next division of Norris’s collection is, like
that comprising volumes he personally lutuglphnd, a
large one. Composed of books given to Norris by
their authors, it contains eighteen titles. While most
of these were presents fr ™ o A friends, a few, such
as Francis C. Williamson s J. Devlin—~Boss and Helen
Huntington's Folk Songs from the Spanish, came from
admirers. In either case, however, these presentation
copies firmly attest to the high esteem by which
Norris's peers regarded him, an esteem charged with a
variety of feelings running the gamut from fondness
to homage. Of the authors included in this category,
Norris’s letters suggest that he respected H
Garland the most, though certainly his friendship with
Gelett Burgess stretched over a lengthier period,
having begun during his final years as a student at
the University of California. Bxcetgt as noted, the
authors themselves originated e inscriptions
recorded. |

55. .

A. Burgess, Gelett. A Gage of Youth: Lyrics from The
Lark and Other Poems. Boston: Small, Maynard &
Company, 190L _

B. “To Frank Norris [Norris’s chopmark] | from |
Frank Burgess | 190" (flyleaf).

D. Block; in one of his many personal ‘“Notebooks”
Burgess records the names of recipients of his
various works. “F.N.” received number “8’ of
eighteen copies of Gage “Sent”””

A. Burgess, Gelett, ed. The Lark. 2 vols. San Fra
William Doxey, 1895-1897. . e s

B. V. |, insc. by Jeannette: “—Jeannette Black— | =
—June 1897” (front end paper)™ v. 2, “To Frank
Norris | from his friend | ydmirer | Frank
Gelett Burgess | 1899” (half-title) insc. by Norriss
“Frank Norris | [Norris's chopmark]” (flyleaf).

i ¥
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: with the most grateful remembrances I am, |
' Sincerely Yours | Dreiser” (flyleaf)

D. FNC

59.

& A. Garland, Hamlin. The Captain of the Gray-Horse
Troop. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1902

B. “To Frank Norris-| We herewith add one more | to
Jeannette's text books. | She will soon know all
that Garland knows. | from. | Zulime Taft | and
Hamlin Garland | March 1802 | New York™
(flyleaf, verso) “Hamlin Garland” (flyleaf, verso)

D. JBC; Garland inscribed only one copy of this novel
to Norris, not two as has been previously
conjectured.”

'3.?

60.
A. Garland, Hamlin. Her Mountain Lover.
William Heinemann, 190L
B. “To Mr. Frank Norris | with the well-wishes of
the author of | [Her | Mountain Lover] | Ham-
lin Garland. | June 29/190L (half-title).
D. Block.

London:

6L i

A. Garland, Hamlin. Prairie Folks. New Edition. New
York: The Macmillan Company, 1899.

B. “To Mr Frank Norris. | Whose fidelity to the |
ways of life I like | from | Hamlin Garland”
(half-title).

D. IBC.

62.
A. Henry, Arthur. A Princess of Arcady. New York
Doubleday, Page & Co, 1900.
' .B. “To Frank Norris | who has abetted me | Arthur

Henry” (flyleaf).
D. Block.

6. .
A. Horton, George. Like Another Helen. Indianapolis:

The Bowen-Merrill Company, 190L

B. “Chicago, March 11, 1901 | Presented to Mr. Frank |
Norris, who really can | write a novel, by the |
publishers and | George Horton.” (flyleaf)

C. Publisher’s card tipped in, noting “This special

copy of |

1. JBC.

66. :
A. Huntington, Helen. Folk Songs from the Spanish
. New York G.P. Putnam'’s sﬁwﬁ? e
B. “Frank Norris | from | Helen | Huntington™
(flyleaf), insc. by Norris: “[Norris’s chopmark]”’
(front cover).
D. Block.

67.

A. Irwin, Wallace. The Love Sonnets of a Hoodlum. San
Francisco: Elder and Shepard, 1902

B. Insc. by Gelett Burgess: “Frank Norris [Norris’s
chopmark] His Book | from Frank Burgess | 19
[Burgess’' chopmark] 01 (copyright page).

D. Block; as the introducer of Irwin’s poems, Burgess
took partial credit for authorship: he sent Nm%
“F.N.,” copy “I5” of sixteen presentation copies.

& | 2
A. Lefevre, Edwin. Wall Street Stories. New York: Mc- |

Clure, Phillips & Co, 190L _
B. “To Frank Norris. | Edwin Lefevre | NXY. Jan I8

1902 (flyleaf). v

C. Block
69. .

A. McGaffey, Ernest Poems of the Town. Boston: =

Richard G. Badger & Company, 190L '
B. “To | Frank Norris and | Jeannette Norris |

from | Ernest McGaffey, | Mch, 12, | WOl

best regards” (flyleaf) ' Y D
D. Block. e e
A. Robertson, Morgan. Where Angels Fear to Tread and |
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were presents to her from friends. Easily the most
important in this group is Kipling's Plain Tales from the
Hills, inscribed and presented to Jeannette before her
marriage.

y 5.

A. Carlyle, Thomas. Sartor Resartus. Philadelphia: The
Rodgers Company, n.d

B. Insc. by unknown hand: “Two shall be born the
whole United | States apart | Use different
slang, and have no thought | each of the other's
being | And o’er unknown routes to unknown |
Schools shall come | Escaping much, defying
death | And all unconsciously shape every act 10
that same end | That one day out at Godfrey |
they should meet— | And read Carlyle— | And
praise him to the stars. | A very merry Christ-
mas to you— | my “dear old Jeannette.™
(flyleaf)

D. Block; this copy seems to derive from some point
before the Norrises’s marriage.

74.

A. Grinnell, Morton. An Eclipse of Memory. New York
Frederick A. Stokes Company, I899.

B. “Mrs. Frank Norris | with Kindest regards | of
Morton Grinnell | Beaver Brook Farm | Milford
Conn | Sept 1900 (flyleaf)

D. JBC.

73.

A. Grinnell, Morton. Neighbows of Field, Wood and

Stream. New York: Frederick A. Stokes Com-
pany, 190L

B. “To | Mrs. Frank Norris | with the best wishes of
| Morton Grinnell | [Beaver Brook Farm, | Mil-
ford, Conn.] | Oct, 1901” (flyleaf}

B B

76

A. Jerome, Jerome K. Idle Thoughts of an Idle Fellow.
Philadelphia: Henry Altemus, 1892

B. Possibly insc. by Norris: “To my dear old comrade
the | [sketch of cat’s head, wearing collar with
tag, ‘Nice Cat’] | from | —her | [profile of dog]
| July 18— | *97—" (flyleaf)

D. Block. ;

......
=
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Thomas Y. Crowell & Co, n.d. __
B. Insc. by unknown hand: “Jeannette dear | from ||

Myrle. | August, ‘98 | San Francisco.” (flyleaf) "}
D. Block |

80. "
A. Torrence, Frederic Ridgely. The House of a Hund, 3§
Lights. Boston: Small, Maynard & Company, 190q |
B. Insc. by unknown hand: “To | Janet Norrig ||
Stern Compeller of |  Departures
lindecipherable word] | of Forgiveness | Sam |3
| ‘An’ they turn him outf ™ (flyln? . ?
D. Block: while the publication date of this voluny,
suggests it
death, the spelling of Jeanne
content of the inscription mak

for a presentation afterwards.

was a gift made prior to Norrig,
tte’s name and th

e a possible cay

next category of titles in his
slim grouping. Since Norris’

, ers given u
inscriptions in that volume are employed here; in th
interest of space, publication data have also bem
omitted for these seven titles, except for those whic
are not first American editions.

m_‘ |
Blix. |
Insc. to Jeannette, FNCL Inscription 1S.
D. JBC. 1 Cp

A.
B.
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87.

.UTLCHC
;1};:56_ to Norris, FNCL Inscription L

n. FNC: see 98 below.

D : Books Known to Have Belonged to the Norrises

i

The last division of books absolutely known to
nave belonged to the Norrises includes those volumes
¢or which conclusive evidence of ownership exists but

which are not at present in any known collections.
For each of these titles the information that is
currently available has been provided.

88.
A. An edition of “Robert Burns’s poems.”
B. “Frank Norris, 1896
D. Reportedly in the possession of Robert Wharton,
San Francisco, in 1952 (James D. Hart to Frank C.
Preston, Jr, 25 November 1952, JDH, Bancroft).

89.
A. Dreiser, Theodore. Sister Carriee. New York: Doub-
leday, Page & Co, 1900. ,

D. Porter Garnett, a close friend of Norris's, wrote
Walker that Norris “had somehow acquired a
copy of the suppressed and now extremely rare
first edition™ of Sister Carrie which he gave to
Garnett shortly before his death (26 March 193],
FDW, Ba.ncroft) Garnett’s copy subsequently
burned in the San Francisco fire of 1906

90.

A. A volume of “Horace.”’

D. Albert J. Houston, one of Norris's college room-
mates, disclosed to Walker that he owned Nor-
ris’s copy of Horace (interview, 30 April 1930,
FDW, Bancroft) according to Leon J. Richardson,
brother of Norris’s college Latin teacher, Horace
was Norris’s “favorite Latin writer and his ideas
he assimilated quickly with real critical ability”
(interview, 18 March 1930, FDW, Bancroft)

; oL
A. McTeague.
B. Insc. to Jeannette, FNCL Inscription 3.
D. hstAhnebrmk(mn.Bbdew).
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XI: Books Probably/Possibly Frank Norris's

In addition to these titles, several other
volumes and complete sets have at various times been
associated with both Norrises, albeit molﬂy m
Frank. Thus, the last category to be conside
records, in two parts, first a short list of those hom
which, based on fairly reliable guesswork, were
probably Norris’s, and second a much longer list of
possible additions to' Norris’s library canon. |

Probably Frank Norris's

94. |
A. Blue and Gold. Berkeley: Junior Class of the Uni-
versity of California, 1893.
D. JBC.

9s.
A. Crane, Stephen. George’s Mother. New York: Ed-
ward Arnold, 1896
D It

96.
A. Le Pantheon. Paris: n.p, 1796. _ _
B. Insc. by unknown hand: “1675/1889 Carlos Cas-
taeg—Del Curo. | San Francisco, Cal” (flyleaf).
D. JBC; perhaps one of the Norrises's ‘“collector’s

items.”’
7.
A. A Man’s Woman. ‘
D. Block. |
98. Gy
A. Yvernelle. .
D. IBC. | . i skl e
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Possibly Frank Norris's

103.
A. Balzac, Honoré de. Complete Works. 19 vols. 190L

D. Listed in Ahnebrink.

104.
A. Browning, Robert. Works.
D. Listed in Ahnebrink.

105.
A. “Essay on Thackeray.”

D. Robert Wharton; (see 8 and 92 above)

106.
A. Flaubert, Gustave. Madame Bovary. Ed. Edmund
Gosse.

D. Robert Wharton; see 88 and 92 above.

107.
A. Goethe, Johann Wolgang. Works.
D. Listed in Ahnebrink.

108.
A. Harte, Bret. Works.

D. Listed in Ahnebrink.

109.
A. Homer. The Iliad. Trans. William Cullen Bryant
Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co, n.d.
B. Insc. by Charles G. Norris: “C.G. Norris” (flyleaf);
“C.G. Norris” (title page)
C. Insc. by Charles G. Norris: “—The oddity has be-
come SO commonplace | that the commonplace is

an oddity—"" (second flyleaf)
D. Block; possibly Gertrude G. Norris’s copy.

110.
A. “Josephus.”

D. Robert Wharton; see 88 and 92 above.
1L

A. Kipling, Rudyard. Works.

D. Listed in Ahnebrink; see 77 above.

112.

L e e o
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Sons, 190L
D. JBC; volume 1 only. Unlike The Ebb Tide,

ume is not inscribed. In terms of plbnml
date, Norris could have owned it; on the ot

hand, many works by Stevenson, his stepchildre,
Lloyd Osbourne and Isobel Strong Field, and
son, Austin Strong, were gifts to Jeannette

[sobel after Norris's death.
y f M

L3

~ A. Stevenson, Robert Louis. - Sz Im I.mm Wmh

Heinemann, 1898
D. IBC.

L

118

A. Stevenson, Robert Louis. Warh.
D. Listed in Ahnebrink

ug-.
A. Teanyson, Alfred. Works.
D. Listed in Ahnebrink.

120.

A. Thackeray, William Makepeace. Wa-h.
D. Listed in Ahnebrink.”

ﬂ-

What, then, can finally be said rmrding the
composition of the Norrises's collection? Notwith
standing the uncertainties posed by the last grouping
of books above, the indefatigable efforts of Hart, Pre.
ston, and, most recently, Anthony S. Bliss have culmi-
nated in a compﬂed list of considerable proportions
True, close examination of all books ever inscribed
the Norrises shows that some titles to which Norrig
himself was once assumed to have had aecen, m o
g.obert Hugh Benson’s By What Auhority, Gelet:

urgess’s The Romance of the | f' ind Hamlin
Garland’s Hesper, actually ¢ ette’s hands
after her husband’s ﬂea& " ne: - speaking
the early efforts of thou




Donald Pizer, The Novels of Frank Norris (Blc?omingmm
Indiana University Press, 1966), which examines, as do
many other studies, the kind and a.mo*unt_ of ht_craturc
+o which Norris was exposed as a child in Chicago, a
youth in San Francisco, and a student in Paris, Berke-

ley, and Cambndge.

2>The classic account remains Charles Kaplan,
«pact into Fiction in McTeague,” Harvard Library Bul-
letin, 8 (1954), 381-385, but other studies, to0 numerous
to list, explore possible sources, both literary and non-
literary, for Norris’s novels and stories.

‘See the records of Walker’s interviews with
Jeannette B. Preston for 18 and 22 May 1930; Charles G.
Norris, 9 June 1930, and 8 July 193; Frank Marion
Tood, an early college friend, 1 April 1930; Harry
Manville Wright, a fraternity brother, 7 April 1930;
Jessica Blanche Peixotto, a university classmate and
sister of his oldest friend, 28 May 1930; and Mrs. Fran-
cis Davis (formerly Julia “Dulce” Bolado Ashe)
owner of the estate where Norris composed most of
The Octopus, 12 June 193], all now part of the Franklin
Walker Papers (FDW), The Bancroft Library, Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley. :

‘According to his wife, Norris “read very little .

‘during their married life, tending to drive shy of fic-
tion. . . . He read little during these later years be-
cause he believed one should observe life” (interview,

14 May 1930, FDW, Bancroft) In a subsequent inter-
view (22 May 1930), Jeannette told Walker that Norris
read Zola “intnesively [sic] rather than extensively.”

SInterview, 14 May 1930, FDW, Bancroft

‘Jeannette B. Preston, Interview, 16 May 1930,
FDW, Bancroft

Interviews, 9 June 1930, and 7 July 193], FDW,
Bancroft.

Snterviews, 8 22, and 16 May 1930, FDW, Bancroft.
Interviews, 8 14, and 22 May 1930, FDW, Bancroft.

©-onsider, for example, the references to Kipling
in Blix, the scattered allusions to Zola in various arti-
cles, and Laura’s devotion to literature in The Pit.

tures and misadventures of Professor Hart in securin
these books, aptly gauges their value to Norris S
ies, and correctly intimates the need for further re-
search in this area. |

“Any volume acquired by Jeannette after Nor-
ris’s death has been omitted from the list which fol-
lows.. Thus, many of the books purchased from the
Oregon source are not included here, but all of Jean-
nette’s books known to be in her possession before

her husband died are listed.
"Interview, 16 May 1930, FDW, Bancroft.

Bjeannette B. Preston, Interviews, 22, 16, and 8
May 1930, FDW, Bancroft.

®Iaterview, 7 July 1931, FDW, Bancroft.

®Iaterview, 14 May 1930, FDW, Bancroft.

®According to C.G. Norris, La Terre was “a fa-
vorite of Frank’s” (interview, 8 July 193, FDW, Ban-
croft).

2interview, 14 May 1930, FDW, Bancroft

BNotebook. #46 (unpaginated), Gelett Burgess
Collection (GBC), Bancroft.

*Quite possibly, Burgess either gave Norris 2
copy of the first volume for Jeannette, or he pre-
sented it to her himself. -Much later, he completed the
set when he gave Norris the second volume. M

BGelett Burgess, Notebook #46, GBC, Ba :
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Current Publications: Update
James R. Giles

Northern Illinois University
Thomas K. Dean

University of lowa

Presented here is a third installment designed to
complement Frank Norris: A Reference Guide (1974). The
arrangement of items is chronological and alphabeti-
cal within years. Please forward new and omitted
items to James R. Giles and to Thomas K. Dean

Bell, Michael Davitt. “Frank Norris, Style, and the
Problem of American Naturalism,’ Studies in the
Literary Imagination, 16 (1983), 93-106. Argues that, be-
cause it was based on ““crude fantasy” rather than co-
herent concepts, Norris’s naturalism “destroyed his
power as a writer of fiction.”

Love, Glen A. “[Letter to the Editor]l” Western
American Literature, 18 (1983), 149. Rebuttal to the argu-
ment by John Jolly (““The Genesis of the Rapist in The
Octopus: Frank Norris’s Revision of Vandover and the

Brute,’ 1982) that Vanamee is the mysterious rapist in
The Octopus.

Martin, Stoddard. California Writers: Jack London, John
Steinbeck, The Tough Guys. lLondon: Macmillan, 1983, pp.
3, 7-17. Describes the ‘‘socialist-naturalist novels” of
Norris as being a formative influence on the Cali-
fornia school of fiction and The Octopus as “‘the first
important novel about California.”

McElrath, Joseph R, Jr. “The Original Version of
Norris’ Moran,’ Studies in American Fiction, 11 (1983), 255-
259. Observes that, while Norris followed the ex-
amples of Stevenson and Zola in the Wave version of
Moran, his text was more “tame’ in the first edition.

Moorty, S. S. “A Note on Animal Imagery and
Symbolism in McTeague,” Encyclia, 60 (1983), 93-98. Ana-
lyzes Norris’s animal imagery and symbolism in the
context of his use of atavistic themes.

Mottram, Ron. “Impulse Toward the Visible: Frank
Norris and Photographic Representation,” Texas
Studies in Language and Literature, 25 (1983), 574-596. Dis-
cusses Norris’ devotion to photographic, kinetoscopic,
and cinematic techniques.

Naylor, David. “McTeague, Numbers and Fortune,”

‘use of gambling numerology in McTeague.

Poncet, André. “Functional Jeffersonianism in 1
Naturalistic Novel” in “All Men are created eg
Ideologies '

L’'Université de Provence, 1983

Norris’s treatment of the rail

r -
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.

American Notes and Queries, 9-10 (1983), 136. Discusses the

S 5 e el R R

relationships to the themes of McTeague and The
Octopus. |

Dillingham, William B. “Frank Norris” In Fiften-
American Authors Before 1900: Bibliographic Essays on p,
cearch and Criticism. 2nd ed. Ed. Earl N. Harbert 3.,

Robert A. Rees. Madison: The University of Wise,
sin Press, 1984, pp. 402438 Comprehensive review o%
historical directions of Norris’ scholarship r.hvia“

into five sections: “Biblicgrnpﬁy,“ “Editiong*
‘“Manuscripts and Letters,” “Biography,” ang
“Criticism.” Conclusion calls for criticism focusin,
upon Norris “as a mine of Americana” and as “ap .

ambitious literary artist.”

Hochman, Barbara. ‘“Vandover and the Brute: The
Decisive Experience of Loss” Western American
Literature, 19 (1984), 3-15. Refutes the narrator's cop.
tention that Vandover’s sufferings represent punish.
ments for possessing a “too pliable character”; argues
that Vandover, instead, never recovers from the decj.

sive loss of his mother.

Katz, Joseph. “Frank Norris on the Battles of E|
Caney and San Juan Hill,” Studies in American Fiction, 1
(1984), 217-221. Reprints a 28 August 1898 San Fran.
cisco Chronicle interview in which Norris recounts the
battle for El Caney and defends the actions of the
71st New York Regiment at San Juan Hill, primarily
on the word of his friend Captain Edward A. Self-
ridge.

Lehan, Richard. ‘““American Literary Naturalism
The French Connection,”’ Nineteenth-Century Fiction, 38
(1984), 529-57. Takes a ‘‘social/historical/cultural” ap-4
proach to the development of American literary natu
ralism, arguing that the rise of the genre was closely
tied to America’s transition “from a landed to an ur-
ban economy,” and to the ascendency of the bour
geoisie, technology, and money as symbol and embod-
iment of power in post-Civil War America. Focuses

on Zola’s influence on the pathology of poverty in
McTeague, the depiction of San Francisco as an urban
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