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Frank Norris And The Eighth Grade

James Stronks
University of Illinois at Chicago

In 18831884, when he was thirteen-going-on-
fourteen, Frank Norris attended The Harvard School
for Boys in Chicago, one mile south of his home. The
school, still in existence today at a different location
and now coeducational, has not kept its records from
the 1880s. But thinly scattered about Chicago lies
buried information about The Harvard School, and
the people, courses, and books Frank Norris encoun-
tered there.

The Norris home from 1882 to 1884 was at 10 Park
Row, off Michigan Avenue at the foot of what now is
Grant Park. In the accompanying photograph, No. 10 is
the separate house nearest the camera’' Today the site
is a parking lot, but when Frank Norris lived there,
before the greater part of Grant Park was created
from landfill, his home looked north up Michigan Av-
enue, then a residential street, and out upon sparkling
Lake Michigan, at that time only 135 yards distant
from his front door.

Park Row may have been considered “one of the
most fashionable enclaves in the city,’* but in fact
railroad tracks ran between it and the lake, which
meant noise and soot. And when in 1893 the Illinois
Central built its massive Central Station immediately
against the east end of Park Row the enclave stopped
being fashionable. A later photo shows Park Row’s
buildings fallen into a shabby depot strip, with the
Norrises’ once-handsome No. 10 now hidden behind a
fruit-store and billboards, with a six-story electric sign
on their roof flashing out for Miller's High Life.

To get from Park Row to The Harvard School, if
his papa’s coachman did not drive him or if he did
not walk, young Frank could go out his back door,
catch the Indiana Avenue horse-car, and ride nine
‘blocks south to 21st Street. There, at 2101 Indiana,
across the intersection from two big churches, was his
school, housed in a former mansion converted into
classrooms. In the summer of 1883 it had been en-
larged and refitted, so that on Frank’s first day of
classes, 19 September, it must have smelled of new
paint and varnish?

The Harvard School had been established in 1867
by Edward Stanley Waters, a graduate of Harvard
College. One of its earlier locations had been 70 East
Congress Street, the precise spot where Norris laid

the opening scene of The Pit. The school
often to escape the spreading business ¢
follow the movement southward of the
dential neighborhood from which it dr
students. Today, 2101 Indiana A

in 1884 ;

In)undin; Frank to The Harvard School, did hj,
parents have an eye to certain advantages ,
up in an old-boy network of millionaires” sons? Pe;.
haps they put Frank into The Harvard School d.,.,‘
because it was the best local preparation for collegs
(the Chicago Latin School and the University of
Chicago Laboratory School mot yet being in exis
tence

Iln cither case they must have examined with in.
terest the school’s brochure of June 1883, a2 neatly
printed booklet of twelve pages. There they saw the
list of Trustees; then dthel-i'};,“olft" ten, in number
(including primary grades whom appareatly
only fourg were college graduates; followed by the ros
ter of the previous year and “patrons,
ing (on p. 5 of the 1884 edition) the names of “Norris,
Benjamin Franklin, Jr.”” and Mr. B.F. Norris.

The brochure gives
prospective parents. Harvard being 2 day school, it
makes clear its accessibility via certain

system of ventilation renews the air in every room at
least three times per hour””* School hours are 9-12:40
and 1:40-3 (long morning, short afternoon), but “pupils
who are deficient in their lessons will be detained af-
ter these hours for further instruction” Other
brochures specify the hours of homework ,
apparently only one hour for Frank’s eighth grade
The school sends a postcard report to parents weekly
and a detailed report every six weeks.

The subjects Frank Norris studied at The Har-
vard School depended upon which curriculum his
parents chose for him. Each was a five-year program, §
grades 8-12 , T

T

In the Classical Course students will be
prepared for the best colleges. :

In the Scientific Course students 1
ough preparation for the Polyter
gzhools. :tmfm' the active

odern Languages, Natural
take a prominent part.




memoirs at eighty sound conscientious but kindly.’

" Both curricula are outlined in a two-page chart
which lays out the five years of courses, grades 812
Frank Norris’s eighth grade English was cognpriscd of
Reading, Spelling, Declamation, Composition, and
penmanship. He was also drilled in Arithmetic, where
we suspect he did not shine, in “Geography of Amer-
jca and Europe,” in US. History, and, under Natural
Science, something called “Object Lessons in Plants &
stones.”” That was his menu for those nine months.

Recent brochures had specified that students
would be “writing abstracts daily” We know what
that admirable discipline means for the teacher who
has to correct them, but classes were small at The
Harvard School. In grades 812 during Frank Norris's
year there, the student-faculty ratio was 121 Hence
the rather stiff tuition, $200 per year.

Had Frank Norris remained at the school four
more years, the classical curriculum would have ad-
vanced into Caesar, Ovid, “Latin at Sight” Virgil, Ci-
cero, and “Writing Latin” He would have begun
Greek in the tenth grade, age 15, and continued
through Etymology, Xenophon's Anabasis, “Writing
Greek,” Homer, Herodotus, and “Greek at Sight” It
seems 2 curriculum well suited for one boy in Frank's
class, Burton Holmes, who became a professional
traveler and lecturer.

In the Scientific program, which I think we
rather doubt Norris entered, there was less Latin and
no Greek, but solid-sounding studies in the physical
sciences, plus one of the school's special emphases,
Drawing, which Frank might have liked Alumni
records show that many of his classmates in the 1880s
entered MLLT. and Yale’s Sheffield Scientific School,
for example a boy only one year ahead of him,
Howard Van Doren Shaw, who became Chicago's
leading society architect

But what of Frank Norris’s reading that year? In
1883 many schools were using the Appleton or
textbook anthologies, or the 1879 edition of McGuffey's
Sixth Eclectic Reader (“for advanced pupils™), excellent
in its way, but composed of 138 short bits and
by 111 authors. In contrast, The Harvard School used
real books:

bpolmmhj'ot

Edward Everett Hale, Stories of Discovery Told
Discoverers. [DeGama, Drake, o al] Edition not
fied, but probably Boston: Roberts Brothers, 290
PP-

Walter Scott, The Lady of the Lake. Edition not
specified, but perhaps Philadelphia: JB. Lippincott,
1880. 63 pp. First canto only.

Robert Burns, “The Cotter's Sarurday w and
Other Poems. Perhaps New York: J.B. Alden, 27 pp-

George Eliot, Silas Marner. Edition not specified.

Washington Irving, The Sketch Book. Edition not
specified. ¥

Shakespeare, Henry V. Edition not specified. The
play lent itself to history studies below.

Thomas Wentworth Higginson, Young Folks History
of the United States. Probably New York: C.T. Dilling-
ham, 1882. 383 pp. ;

JR. Gardiner, History of England. 1 have not iden-
tified this title. It is possible that the school continued
with a book from the previous year: Edward Moulton
Lancaster’'s A Manual of English History for the Use
of Schools (Chicago: A.S. Barnes & Co, 1877, new
preface 1883). 324 pp.

Elizabeth S. Kirkland, A Short History of France
Young People. (Chicago: Jansen McClurg & Co, 1879)
7th printing. 398 pp. :

A Brief History of Greece with Readings from Promi-
nent Historians. (New York: A.S. Barnes &Cof‘m

have looked old-fashioned in 1883.
disdain of Stephen Crane and N
held up to them in college.
shown, Frank Norris did fi

It was a proper Victorian list M




ceptance into Ivy League colleges. Had his family not
moved to San Francisco in 1884, Frank Norris would
have been in the graduating class of 1887. Seven of the
boys in that crop entered Yale, four entered Harvard,
and two entered M.LT.® Not bad.

In The Pit Norris called Chicago “arrogant in the
new-found knowledge of its giant strength.” Its new-
ness is relevant here. For when young Frank had

hopped the horse-car down to The Harvard School |

every day and_returned afternoons to the fine house
on Park Row, Chicago was a raw mercantile metropo-
lis so new, and still so young, that old citizens re-
membered when it was only a muddy Indian village.
The ‘“‘great gods of Chicago” had mostly been poor
boys from the East; Park Row and the Prairie Avenue
District represented new money, and The Harvard
School was not Groton. But a2 need had been-felt and
a beginning had been made. At a time when it was
uncommon for boys even to attend high school, the
fact that Frank Norris’s classmates went on to Yale
and Harvard spoke well for headmaster Schobinger’s
western prep school. The evidence presented here

zzzxgggsts that Frank’s parents got good value for their
00.

Notes

!Chicago Historical Society, negative 04613. “Park
Row” was officially Lake Park Place, later 11th Place.

Prior to the Norrises, No. 10 had been occupied by .

Henry M. Scovel, Associate Editor of the Chicago Tri-
bune.

*David Lowe, Lost Chicago (Boston: Houghton Mif-
flin, 1975), p. 22.

3For the Norris log: classes began Wednesday, 19
September 19, 1883 (a fair day, temperature 64° at 230,
wind north 9 mph) Thanksgiving Recess 2223
November; and Christmas Vacation, 22 December to 3
January 1884. The new term began 4 February 1884,
with a holiday on 22 February, Easter Vacation from
6 to 13 April, a holiday on 30 May, and the last classes
on 20 June.

“The editions of June 1883 and June 1884 are, by
rare good luck, the only copies now accessible:
Chicago Historical Society, call number F38QG/H2.

*Diphtheria epidemics closed public schools peri-
odically in the 1880s, which conceivably was why
Frank Norris was changing schools. “Great attention

is given to the health and comfort of the pupils,” says

a Harvard School ad in the Daily Tribune, 10 September
1883, p. 12. ' P

‘Elsie  Schobinger’s memoir

“Ceatennial Baitlon" of Ihe Hakerd :

%See Jesse S. Crisler, “Norris’s ‘Library,” Fyy,
No. 5 (Spring 1988), p. 2. The above reading list wag
announced in the June 1884 brochure, and, since Ng,.
ris owned two of its books, was probably the one j,
force during his year at the school. The booklist ap. 4
nounced in the June 1883 brochure, the edition 'hich‘
his parents would have seen prior to his enrollmen;
was longer and rather more interesting. Crisler’s iten
6 shows that E. (not Ella) S. Kirkland’s Short Hist
of France was presented to “B. Frank Norris
(presumably the son, but if so when he was only eight
years old) in 1878 by “Cousin Ella and W. Alister”
The inscription is not very legible. William M. Allis-
ter [sic] was business partner of B.F. Norris, Sr, and
Ella was perhaps his wife or daughter. Elizabeth
Stansbury Kirkland (1828-1896), whom J.J. Schobinger
knew and admired, was a Chicago schoolmistress who
published several textbooks with similar titles. She
was the sister of Major Joseph Kirkland, Chicago
lawyer and novelist. The Harvard School had cited
him as a character reference in its circular of 1877.

“The tally is in the brochure of June 1899, p. 4.

Y1 am indebted to Anne Tyskling, former Direc.
tor of The Harvard School, for generously lending me
her collection of school booklets, and to Zeus Preck-
winkle, faculty member of the present-day Harvard
School, for his enthusiastic help. I also thank
archivists Galen Wilson, Chicago Public Library;
Richard Popp, University of Chicago Library; and
Corey Seeman, Chicago Historical Society.

Norris in South Africa s
Jesse S. Crisler t, e Ty
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Recently, 28 October 1895 was established as the
date of Frank Norris’s departure for Ca Wil a
special correspondent for the San I
thereby solving a minor enigma rela
murkiest chapters in Norris biogr
tional clarification of the South
long described in the most gene
thanks to a series of four
Chronicle. We find th
Town in late 1895, 1
from the face of the
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:» would soon be modified by his pcrformance as a
.-'«gs—onucnt.

How “erratic” he remained must be measured
s3inst the professionalism he displayed shortly. De-
rapid translocations, postal uncertainties, and ill
pealth, he produced eight essays for the Chronicle and
gmother ,ueus“cd in Harper's Weekl) Hardly dilatory,
he began wrmng the series only days after his arrival
st Cape Town' The South African period thus sug-
z2s13 itself as a tranmsitional one in Norris’s life. In
later years, he further developed this practice of
meeting deadlines regardless of personal inconve-
pieace 2nd exigencies. As he had hoped, the belletris-
tic experience in South Africa had marked a begin-

|84

oing.

December 25, 1895, p. 16.

FRIENDS OF FRANK NORRIS ANXIOUS.
He Failed to Cable From Cape Town.
HIS MOTHER MUCH WORRIED.
DAILY MESSAGES ELICIT NO RESPONSE.

A Sudden and Unannounced Change of Route
May Have Caused His Silence

The friends of BF. Norris, always called Frank
Norris, the talented young writer, who left San Fran-
cisco for South Africa about six weeks ago, are very
much worried by his failure to communicate with
them from Cape Town, as he promised to do, immedi-
ately upon his arrival Mrs. B.F. Norris, the mother of
the young man, who resides at the Hotel Pleasanton,
is almost ted with grief and anxiety, and her
friends fear for her health uniess the present strain of
umcertainty is relieved

Mr. Norris, who is exceedingly well known in San
Francisco, Ozkland andBerkeleyasamterand a so-
ciety man, left here in November for South Africa.
He went directly to Southampton, sending his mother,
to whom he is devoted, several lettérs on the way. She

feg rhe voysae

from Southampton i
m;&.mwmummw

make close connections that he took a ‘tug
Southampton in order to catch the Berlin, which
already out in the stream. Even if he had missed
Northam, or decided to explore Madeira more
oughly, there are weekly steamers between mm
and Cape Town, and he should have arrived at the
latter place on the 1ith.

"Mrs. Norris waited, growing more anxious
until last Wednesday. Then she began to send
cablegrams to Cape Town. She has received but one
answer, that in reply to a cablegram sent to the
African Bank at Cape Town, upon which Mr. Norris
had a letter of credit. Her message said, “Has Norris
arrived?”’ The answer was horribly brief, “No.”

So far Mr. Norris has not drawn any money in
Cape Town, which would have been his first errand
there, as the $25, drawn at Madeira, was merely for
spending money. Until it was known that the Northam
had arrived at her destination, Mrs. Norris hoped that
the steamer had been delayed by some accident to her
machinery.

Every effort will now be made to find out if Mr.
Norris left Madeira on the Northam. In that way his
movements may be traced.

Mr. Norris went to South Africa partly for phl-
sure and partly as the “Chronicle’s”
spondent. Though a young man of wealth and him
he has a strong literary bent and has published a
number of poems and stories, as well as two books.
He is also an artist of no mean ability, and has illus-
trated much of his own work. His style is Mmm
ished and mature. Though a good deal of
[sic] he has done considerable serious work for a man
whom circumstances had placed beyond the M :
of labor. L

Those who know him best flout the idea of
having fallen a victim of foul play Ke is loosely t
but tall, strong and athletic, and is
eler. He spent four years in Europ
plished linguist. On his 3
tered the University of Califo;

his mother’s guest for 3
to roam again took d
South Africa.
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f these. .
semcsdo;ney :f his friends are inclined to believe that

through Cape Town without stoppiqg, ex-
::pfazzsc;ail lcttgers, and is now on some long inland
journey by ox team OI at _the mines blissfully unaware
of the expensive and frultlcss'messages that. are trav-
eling over land and under sea in search of him.

Mr. Norris is an only sonm, his younger brother,
Lester, having died when a lad Half the banks.in
town are engaged in trying to devise means by which
Mrs. Norris may gain some definite information of
her son. Meanwhile there will be a daily cablegram
sent by the round-about London route, until definite
news of some kind is received.

December 28, 1895, p. I2.

NORRIS REACHED CAPE TOWN
HIS MOTHER RECEIVES A CABLE-GRAM.
There His Trail Is Lost—

News Telegraphed by the Bank of Africa.

In response to a cablegram sent by Mrs. B.F. Nor-
ris of this city to the Bank of Africa, at Cape Town,
regarding the whereabouts of her son Frank Norris,
the following cablegram was received yesterday by
Mrs. Norris: “Arrived; cannot trace afterward; will
advertise.” This cable was in response to a message
sent by Mrs. Norris the day previous, which said:
“Cable fate of Norris, due on Norham Castle Decem-
ber 9th.” :

This cablegram made Mrs. Norris very anxious,
as it destroyed the hopes she had previously enter-
tained that her son had possibly stopped off at some
intermediate point, or had gone to St. Helena from
Madeira, at which place he would have been cut off
from cable communication and might have had to
wait a fortnight for a way steamer.

Mrs. Norris knew that her son would have been
obliged to go to the bank at Cape Town at once to

draw money, and felt alarmed that he had arrived in

Cape Town and then disa

It is known, however, that he traveled with a

English mining engineer, who had letters of
tion to the same people as had Mr.
was bound to a point beyond Joha

she was on her way from Southampton to Madeira,

" fore many days, but probably this will not throw any ' 4

i

NORRIS IS NOW BELIEVED TO BE SAFE “ '_

The Bank at Cape Town Wires ;
an Opinion as to His Safety : i
—With Dr. Jameson. '

The friends of Frank Norris, who arrived at Capy
Town, South Africa, some days ago, and from whonm
nothing has been heard, have reason to believe that he

joined the Jameson expedition—merely as a spectator,
of course.

In a letter written on the Norham Castle, wheq

Mr. Norris said that there were 400 young Englim
in the cabin. The Jameson expedition waited for these
re-enforcements before starting for the Transvaal Mr.
Norris' mother conjectured that it would b.e.like her
son; and very natural, considering his posmon A% xL P é;
newspaper correspondent for the “Ch‘rc_»mcle.,” as wel|
as for Harper's Weekly, for him to join this expedi-
tion. She only hopes that he was not wounded, but is a
prisoner with the rest of the party. Even if so, she
fears that the privations to which they were subjected
has made him ill. She expects to receive a letter be-

o
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light on Mr. Norris movements in regard to the
Jameson party, as the letter would probably be mailed
directly upon his arrival at Cape Town, after having
been written en voyage. Mrs. Norris thinks he cabled,
but that the message was misdelivered or never sent.
Twelve days ago Mrs. Norris cabled to Cape
Town and Johannesburg. No response was ever re-
ceived from the latter, and probably the cal :
never got through, as Johannesburg was then
state of siege. Yesterday an answer was r '
Cape Town. It was not very lucid. =~
The message was, “Believe
the cablegram received by the ba
to beli::e that Mr. Norris had gc
party. Mrs. Norris’ message wi
National Bank of this city, o
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th. In it he revieved [sic] briefly the
d in his letter to the “Chronicle ” and

ary [sic] 6
s describe

d: -
«] endeavored to cable to you and the ‘Chronicle’

Junu
event
adde

me of the insurrection, but the Boer Govern-
ment refused to take all dispatches.” He explained
why he did not receive mail, and said: “The steamer
Scott, which was carrying the English mails and at the
came time some Maxim guns for the Boers, broke
gown most opportunely and conveniently, and had to
ut into Vigo.”” He expressed great regret that he was
ot able to go up the coast, as he had outlined, to Bu-
Juwayo, as the Boers had stopped all travel up the
coast. In closing he refers to the Tillmans and Ham-
monds returning to Johannesburg. Tillman recently
married Captain Merry’s daughter. The wedding re-
ception was at the Hammond home.

Mrs. Norris said: “Unless something has tran-
spired to give Frank the desired opportunity to go up
the coast, I expect him home early in March. I have a
vague suspicion that he may have come under the ban
with other Americans, and been told that his room
was preferred to his company. A cable from him say-
ing that he was ‘all right again’ might imply that he
had been ill or in some trouble.” x

at the ti

.

Notes
‘Jesse S. Crisler, “Norris’s Departure for Johan-
nesburg,” Frank Norris Studies, No. 3 (Spring 1987), pp. 4-
5
*The ship’s name is reported as Northam Castle in
_ the first article; another inconsistency to note is the

| date of the arrival in Cape Town, cited as 4 December
in the first article and as 9 December in the second.

*Joseph Katz lists six in “Shorter Publications of
Frank Norris,” Proof, 3 (1973), 178-79. The seventh, “The
Uprising in the Transvaal” was identified by Joseph
Gaer in Frank Norris (Benjamin Franklin Norris): Bibliog-
raphy and Bibliographical Data (Berkeley: California Lit-
erary Research Project No. 3, 1934), p. 15. The eighth,
“A Steamship Voyage with Cecil Rhodes,” was lo-
cated by Robert A.. Morace, “A Critical and Textual
Study of Frank Norris's Writings from the San Fran-
cisco Wave,” Dissertation, University of South Car-
olina, 1976, p. 134.

*Norris’s first article, “A Californian in the City
of .Cape Town,” published in the Chronicle on 19 Jan
(1:%;395, is datelined “Cape Town, December 9, 1895

study of Norris, Don Graham’s The Fiction of Frank
Norris: The Aesthetic Context (1978). Barbara Hochman's
The Art of Frank Norris, Storyteller is thus a welcome
sight, and Hochman demonstrates the continuing via-
bility of Norris’s work in the postmodern world with
this eminently readable study. g

As with most Norris scholarship of the past
twenty years, Hochman works to distance Norris from
traditional naturalistic categorizations, and she does
so by observing that “the imaginative force of Frank
Norris’s work is . . . to be sought in .. : a cluster of
preoccupations that center on the vulnerability of the
self.”” Norris’s characters are “afraid of change, loss,
and human contact” struggling “for a measure of
equilibrium within the relentless flow of internal and
external pressures.” They seek to stabilize their exis-
tence in the face of flux through “the power of mem-
ory, language, and art” (p. 1. Hochman also distances
Norris from deterministic doctrine by exploring his
connections to Romantic authors like Wordsworth
and Keats, giving credence to Norris's claim that he
was interested in “Romance,” though his definition of
such was idiosyncratic. §

One of the main strengths of Hochman’s argu-
ment is its ability to focus upon the psychological
core of the fictions and, at the same time, account for
the overt statements of naturalistic doctrine which
have long been viewed as the essential. Indeed, since
such ideological pronouncements appear contradictory
to concepts generated in the plot, reconciling what the
narrator declares with what the stories actually reveal
is a sine qua non. Hochman argues that such discursive
ideological passages are .not the primary thematic
statements, but are one of several kinds of stabilizing
responses to the flux of human experience discernible
in the novels. Norris’s works depict many ways i
which characters wrongly attempt to shield the:
selves from the instability of these processes,
refuge in the stasis and permanence of art, ob
storytelling, and calcified memories. And in ¢
spect, Norris shares this trait with his te
naturalistic formulae were his means of
der upon the “flow” that he pictured, v
to come to terms with the fact
be “frozen” thus. To man,
role that the discursive,
the later works is the

-




Octopus makes argument for its comprehensive vision
difficult and unwieldy, but Hochman integrates much
of the novel's disparateness with surprising Aplomb.
Though Norris's other novels do not receive their
own chapters, Blix is discussed at length and is desig-
nated an important example of characters’ successful
integration into life processes. Hochman has little use
for A Man's Woman and especially Moran of the Lady
Letry. But, she discusses A Man's Woman's place in t.he
Norris canon sufficiently to confirm that it is quite
relevant to the thesis she pursues: its hero and hero-
ine succeed in life by embracing, rather than continu-
ing to resist, change—seeing the opportunities for
progress available to those who will abandon loyalties
to past patterns of experience and capitalize upon
new configurations. Indeed, while the succinctness of
Hochman's book is a virtue, I longed for a fuller dis-
cussion of these novels—even the absurd
Moran—since Vandover and The Pit gain so much from
the analysis that is provided.

I would say the same regarding Norris's other
writings which receive little or no attention. Hochman
aptly demonstrates the pertinence of some short sto-
ries and essays to the Norris canon, which only makes
one wish for more discussion of Norris's lesser known
writings. Along the same lines, and given the psycho-
logical focus of the writings examined, more discus-
sion of Norris’s concerns in the light of both turn-of-
the-century and current psychological theory could
help to further his standing as a writer worth serious
consideration.

In the end, the book does greatest service to Nor-
ris by discounting the notion that, as 2 deterministic
naturalist, he is obsolete. Hochman's book continues
the work of demonstrating that, in fact, writers like
Norris were perhaps the vanguard of twentieth-cen-
tury literature rather than the last sputterings of the
nineteenth century. Further, although Norris’s vision
is ultimately optimistic regarding humanity’s ability
to integrate self into life processes, his concern with
ideas like flux, instability, and chaos in the world
make him a legitimate figure for study in the post-
modern-age context. The Art of Frank Norris, Storyteller,
with lucidity and without jargon, demonstrates how
such a study can be done.

Current Publications: Update

Collis P. Huntington had established a com %
the best poetical response to “The Man vmt a n““ g

: Woodrcis. James. “Norris.” In American Literature

7900. Ed. James Vinson and D. L. Kirkpatrick.
The Macmillan Press Limited, 1980, pp. 247-249,
vides a biographical sketch, a list of works by N
and a brief critical assessment.

Dover, Linda A. “Frank Norris' A Man's Womarn: Th,
Textual Changes,” Resowrces for American Literary Study, |
13 (1983), 165-183 Describes the textual variants b,
tween the newspaper serializations of A Man's Woma
and the first book edition. Concludes that Norris dig
not significantly alter the novel, thus suggesting his

satisfaction with it

Baender, Paul. “Megarus ad lunam: Flawed Texts ang
Verbal Icons,” Philological Quarterly, 64 (1985), 439-457. Fo.
cusing on the concept of “authorial intention” iy
light of editorial/authorial revision, Baender discusses
the alteration of August's accident scene in McTeague,
arguing that the revised text in which McTeague
searches for his hat is consistent with the aims of the

novel (see 449-51).

Graham, Don. “Remembering the Alamo: The Story of

the Texas Revolution in Popular Culture,” Southwest.
ern Historical Quarterly, 89 (1985), 35-66. Negates Norris's
claim in “A Neglected Epic” that the story of the |
Alamo had been neglected in literature (see 42-43).

Meldrum, Barbara Howard. Under the Sun: Myth and Re.
alism in Western American Literature. Troy, N.Y: Whitson
Publishing Company, 1985, p. 26, passim. “In his .
trayal of the artist Presley in The Octopus, Norris
caught the immensity of the western imagination and |
mythical consciousness.” :




